
http://www.zoom.us/join






Memo 
To: Board of Directors 
From:           Stephanie Kaufmann, Executive Secretary 
Via: Kimberly A. Thorner, General Manager 
Subject: BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Draft minutes of the most recently held Board of Directors meeting will be 
provided separately. Following board approval, the minutes will be posted 
on OMWD's website. 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Memo A

To:

Subject:

Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

PRESIDENT

Any report will be oral at the time of the Board meeting.



 Memo 
To: 

Subject:  

Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors 

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS 

GENERAL MANAGER  

Any written report will be attached; any oral report will be provided 

at the time of the Board Meeting. 

B 













Memo C

To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

CONSULTING ENGINEER

Any written report will be attached; any oral report will be provided 
at the time of the Board Meeting.







Memo D

To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

GENERAL COUNSEL

Any written report will be attached; any oral report will be provided
at the time of the Board Meeting.













Memo E

To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

SAN DIEGO COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVE

Any report will be oral at the time of the Board meeting.











Memo

To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Any written report will be attached; any oral report will be provided

at the time of the Board Meeting.
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Memo G, H

To:

Subject:

Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

TWELVE MONTH CALENDAR / OTHER MEETINGS / 

REPORTS / BOARD COMMENTS

Any report will be oral at the time of the Board meeting. Please

refer to the TWELVE MONTH Calendar (attached) for meetings

attended.
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Memo
To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: AUTHORIZATION TO ATTEND UPCOMING MEETINGS /
CONFERENCES / SEMINARS

The Board may desire to attend a meeting that requires Board approval.



Memo
To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

The Board may have items to be considered at a Future Board meeting.



Memo
To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: CONSIDER PUBLIC COMMENTS

There may be public comments before the Board meeting is adjourned.



Memo
To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: CLOSED SESSION

It may be necessary to go into Closed Session.



Memo 
To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors 

Subject: OPEN SESSION 

 
 

 

 



Memo
To: Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board of Directors

Subject: ADJOURNMENT

We are adjourned.
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Tony Shin June 20, 2024

San Diego County faces nearly 40% water price hike
fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/san-diego-county-faces-nearly-40-water-price-hike/

by: Tony Shin

Posted: Jun 19, 2024 / 05:20 PM PDT

Updated: Jun 19, 2024 / 06:10 PM PDT

SAN DIEGO (FOX 5/KUSI) — Water districts across San Diego County are grappling with a
dramatic price hike from the San Diego County Water Authority, which is projected to
increase water prices by nearly 40% over the next few years.

Olivenhain Municipal Water District board members on Wednesday night voted to approve a
budget that will affect 87,000 customers. A spokesperson for the district says they don’t
know yet exactly how much this will cost their customers.

“If you think gas prices are high, imagine paying nearly 40% more for water over the next two
years,” said Dee Dee Camarillo, a local customer. “I think we already pay quite a bit, and I
wouldn’t be happy if it went up any higher.”

Bobbie Henry, another customer, echoed the sentiment: “It’s just insane, especially with how
much everything else costs right now. The last thing we need is for water prices to go up as
well.”

Olivenhain Municipal Water District General Manager Kimberly Thorner described the price
increase as unprecedented. The district, like many others, relies on wholesale drinking water
from the San Diego County Water Authority. Thorner explained that the authority has
secured reliable water supplies through fixed take-or-pay contracts, including water from the
Colorado River and desalination plants.

“For decades, they have been building their reliable supplies and securing contracts for
water,” Thorner said. “These contracts have to be paid for whether or not there is a demand.”

The authority’s contracts are designed to ensure a steady water supply during drought years.
However, following a couple of wet winters and effective conservation efforts, the region’s
water reserves are full, leading to a surplus.

“Demand has actually dropped below the point of what their take-or-pay contracts are,”
Thorner said. “San Diego currently has more water than it needs, but the rates still have to
go up to keep the Water Authority sustainable.”

https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/san-diego-county-faces-nearly-40-water-price-hike/
https://fox5sandiego.com/author/tony-shin/
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In light of high inflation and supply chain issues, Thorner emphasized that passing along a
nearly 40% rate increase to customers is impractical. The board is therefore exploring
budget cuts to reduce the financial burden on customers.

“We are delaying hiring positions, freezing current positions, and selling some property to
offset rates,” Thorner said. “The goal is to keep the rate hike under 10%, which would mean
an extra six or seven dollars a month for the median customer.”

“That’s doable. I could go for that,” Camarillo said. Henry added, “It sounds a lot better than
40%, that’s for sure.”

The board is also considering delaying non-critical projects to help mitigate the rate hike.

Read next >

https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/san-diego-county-faces-nearly-40-water-price-hike/
https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/san-diego-county-faces-nearly-40-water-price-hike/
https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/san-diego-county-faces-nearly-40-water-price-hike/


1/6

June 20, 2024

OMWD Board Honors Winners of Elfin Forest
Recreational Reserve Photo Contest

waternewsnetwork.com/omwd-board-honors-winners-elfin-forest-recreational-reserve-photo-contest

Four photographers were recognized by the Olivenhain Municipal Water District’s Board of
Directors for their winning images in its 17th annual Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve
photo contest.

The winning photos feature the natural beauty of the 784-acre reserve near Escondido.

“We are grateful for the stunning contest photos received this year. Countless individuals
will see the views offered by our 11 miles of trails,” said OMWD Board Director Marco San
Antonio.

OMWD received over 200 entries submitted in five categories: Scenic View, Water Scenery,
Plants, Animals, and Youth (age 15 and under). The contest was open to photographers of
all ages.

Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve Facebook followers selected a People’s Choice award
winner by voting for their favorite of 19 entries posted online.

This year’s Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve photo contest winners

https://www.waternewsnetwork.com/omwd-board-honors-winners-elfin-forest-recreational-reserve-photo-contest/
https://www.olivenhain.com/
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“Warbler with Bee” by Keith Kelley – Best in Show Category. Photo: Olivenhain Municipal Water District

“Leaf Race” by Keith Kelley – Water Scenery Category. Photo: Olivenhain Municipal Water District
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“Quack” by Keith Kelley – Winner, Animals Category. Photo: Olivenhain Municipal Water District
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“Mushroom :)” by Adrian Flores – Winner, Plants Category. Photo: Olivenhain Municipal Water District
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“Overlooked Elegance” by Ray Santiago – Winner, Youth Category. Photo: Olivenhain Municipal Water
District

“Winter color palette on the creek” by Sylvia Gaffney – Winner, Scenic View Category. Photo: Olivenhain
Municipal Water District
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“Serenity by the Creek” by Sylvia Gaffney – Winner, People’s Choice Category. Photo: Olivenhain
Municipal Water District

San Diego Zoo, California Wolf Center, and EcoVivarium Reptile Sanctuary donated tickets
as prizes. Prizes also included a canvas print donated by PC Photo & Imaging, outdoor
equipment donated by REI, and a cash prize donated by the Escondido Creek
Conservancy.

Beginning in July 2024, Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve visitors can view winning
photographs at the Elfin Forest Interpretive Center Honoring Susan J. Varty.

The Interpretive Center is open daily, subject to docent availability. Current hours of
operation can be obtained by calling 760-632-4212.








staff June 17, 2024

Who’s News: 6/21/24
thecoastnews.com/whos-news-6-21-24

 

UTILITIES DIRECTOR

Angela Morrow has been promoted to director of utilities for the city of Escondido. She has 27 years of experience specializing
in water, wastewater, and recycled water and has been with the City of Escondido for almost 15 years.

WATER AWARD

The Olivenhain Municipal Water District received the 2024 Project of the Year Honor Award from the American Public Works
Association’s San Diego and Imperial County Chapter for its Manchester Avenue Recycled Water Pipeline Project.

Support The Coast News. Click here.

6/24/24, 2:21 PM Who's News: 6/21/24 | The Coast News Group

https://thecoastnews.com/whos-news-6-21-24/ 1/1

https://thecoastnews.com/whos-news-6-21-24/
https://thecoastnews.com/support-coast-news
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www.sandiegouniontribune.com /2024/06/22/omwd-board-honors-winners-of-elfin-forest-recreational-reserve-photo-contest/

OMWD board honors winners of Elfin Forest Recreational
Reserve photo contest
News Release ⋮ ⋮ 6/22/2024

Keith Kelley

“Warbler with Bee” by Keith Kelley

By News Release

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2024/06/22/omwd-board-honors-winners-of-elfin-forest-recreational-reserve-photo-contest/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/author/news-release/




staff June 24, 2024

Who’s News: 6/28/24
thecoastnews.com/whos-news-6-28-24

 

ELFIN FOREST

The Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board chose four photographers for winning images in its 17th annual Elfin Forest
Recreational Reserve photo contest: Keith Kelley won best in show with “Warbler with Bee,” water scenery category with “Leaf
Race,” and animals category with “Quack”; Adrian Flores won the plants category with his “Mushroom”; Ray Santiago won the
youth category with “Overlooked Elegance”; and Sylvia Gaffney won the scenic view category with “Winter color palette on the
creek” and people’s choice with “Serenity by the Creek.”

LANDSCAPE CONTEST

The Olivenhain Municipal Water District Board recently honored Rick Whitney as the winner of its annual WaterSmart
Landscape design contest.

Support The Coast News. Click here.

6/25/24, 8:44 AM Who's News: 6/28/24 | The Coast News Group

https://thecoastnews.com/whos-news-6-28-24/ 1/1

https://thecoastnews.com/whos-news-6-28-24/
https://thecoastnews.com/support-coast-news
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Carlsbad residents worry about homes flooding, plea for
repairs

cbs8.com/article/news/local/working-for-you/carlsbad-residents-home-repairs-flooding/509-18dffbf2-0b3b-46dc-ae74-
cf1f2da45739

Working for you

Carlsbad residents fear homes in danger of flooding or sliding off a
cliff

CBS 8 is Working For You to expose the issue of water drainage concerns that is causing
damage and concerns in La Costa.

Author: Abbie Black

Published: 5:46 PM PDT June 25, 2024

SAN DIEGO COUNTY, Calif. — Carlsbad homeowners say their homes are in danger of
flooding or sliding off a cliff.

They are fed up fighting with the city and turning to CBS 8 for help.

CBS 8 is Working for You to expose both the problem and the neighbor’s plea to make
repairs.

https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/working-for-you/carlsbad-residents-home-repairs-flooding/509-18dffbf2-0b3b-46dc-ae74-cf1f2da45739
https://www.cbs8.com/section/working-for-you
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In the Hillside Patio Homes neighborhood you can see a black tarp down a hillside where a
chunk from under a house came down.

The house across the street from Joseph Nevins' home looks like a mud pit.

“Every time it rained it would bubble up into her living room, it was terrible,” said Nevins.

But it doesn’t have to rain for water to saturate their neighborhood.

“This is where it all started in 2005,” said Nevins.

He took CBS 8 above the neighborhood on Old Rancho Santa Fe Road where you could see
a damaged fence above a home from a landslide that initially happened almost twenty years
ago and again in 2017.

“It’s coming from all that irrigation, all those houses that were built and the [La Costa Town
Square] shopping center,” said Nevins.

He said for years he could never get answers as to why water was seeping into their
neighborhood.

“I started digging, I dug up reports, I dug up engineering, I dug up permits, all kinds of stuff
and I started putting pieces together and I discovered there was a water leak a half a mile
from here,” said Nevins.

Olivenhain Municipal Water District (OMWD) repaired a leak involved in prior litigation in
2020.

“The water is coming from the City property into the HOA,” said Nevins.

Over the years homeowners, including Nevins, have filed lawsuits and settled with the city
and OMWD.

“The city is blowing money, paying attorneys to fight the problem where they could fix it for
less than they are spending fighting it,” said Nevins.

His neighbor is using some of the settlement money to pay for new drainage that’s currently
under construction.

CBS 8 reached out to the City of Carlsbad and OMWD and both say they don’t comment on
pending litigation.

We followed up and pressed them for a better explanation, but both pointed to each other for
further information.

https://www.olivenhain.com/
https://www.carlsbadca.gov/
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CBS 8 asked for clarification since both have been involved in settlements which would
mean they bear some responsibility for the water issues.

We want to know when this will be fixed for good.

OMWD said currently there are no leaks, and the prior leak that was involved in litigation was
repaired in March 2020.

The city has not followed up with a response.

“The whole point is to fix it and it just continues, let’s stop this and cut it off,” said Nevins. “I
don’t want to wake up one morning and sitting over nothing when the house goes.”

CBS 8 also reached out to the Hillside Patio Homes HOA. A PR person from property
management company said they would work on our request for comment but we have not
heard back.

At CBS 8, we are always Working for You and our community. This is a station
promise that we will go the extra mile to solve a problem our audience can’t solve
themselves. We want to hear your ideas on how we can cover and help our
community. If you have a story idea, please email us at workingforyou@cbs8.com.

Related Articles

San Diego announces $37 million to upgrade stormwater system
Flood-damaged home restored by local carpenters in San Diego
New growth and trash in previously clogged storm channel that led to devastating
flooding | City responds






mailto:workingforyou@cbs8.com
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/san-diego-37-million-to-upgrade-stormwater/509-fa392e5c-70ad-45c3-a583-59493d4ae34a
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/damaged-home-repaired-volunteers-months-historic-flooding/509-0ff89c8f-5e45-466b-9b18-c70d02d03e73
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/working-for-you/storm-channel-new-growth-january-flood/509-45d616e7-f868-440a-99e1-04765ef1e519


June 21, 2024

Award-Winning Landscape Design Features Rainwater
Capture

waternewsnetwork.com/award-winning-landscape-design-features-rainwater-capture

Olivenhain Municipal Water District’s Board of Directors honored Rick Whitney as the 2024
WaterSmart Landscape design contest winner.

The winning design includes a seating area to let visitors sit and enjoy the space. Photo: Olivenhain
Municipal Water District

Water agencies throughout the county participate in an annual contest to encourage
landscape transformations that reduce outdoor water use, are attractive, and often require
less maintenance than turf-heavy landscapes. Each agency selects a winner within its
service area that exhibits climate-appropriate plant selection, water-efficient irrigation, and
appealing design.

6/27/24, 12:15 PM Award-Winning Landscape Design Features Rainwater Capture - Water News Network - Our Region's Trusted Water Leader

https://www.waternewsnetwork.com/award-winning-landscape-design-features-rainwater-capture/ 1/3

https://www.waternewsnetwork.com/award-winning-landscape-design-features-rainwater-capture/


Rainwater Capture Reduces Runoff

Dry riverbeds are attractive as well as functional, capturing rainwater runoff. Photo: Olivenhain Municipal
Water District

“Using water efficiently outdoors will always be important in Southern California, and
replacing a lawn with a water-wise landscape can significantly reduce water bills,” said
OMWD Vice President Matthew Hahn. “Mr. Whitney’s California-friendly alternative to grass
provides an attractive example of a sustainable, water-wise landscape.”

Mr. Whitney’s water-efficient landscape uses rainwater capture in its design. Rainwater from
the roof collects in a rock riverbed, keeping it on the property and reducing runoff that can
carry pollutants to waterways and beaches. An in-line drip system irrigates all other areas of
the landscape.

6/27/24, 12:15 PM Award-Winning Landscape Design Features Rainwater Capture - Water News Network - Our Region's Trusted Water Leader

https://www.waternewsnetwork.com/award-winning-landscape-design-features-rainwater-capture/ 2/3



Beautiful New Yard Yields Water Savings

A closer look at the dry riverbed and plant selection. Photo: Olivenhain Municipal Water District

“We decided to install a water-conserving landscape because of the severe drought
California has experienced over the last decade,” said Mr. Whitney. “We are glad we did, as
our water usage is down now, and our front yard looks beautiful.”

The San Diego County Water Authority offers free WaterSmart landscaping classes with
several choices designed to give you the skills and knowledge to create a landscape that
saves water and will thrive in our region.

Local landscape design professionals teach workshops using a do-it-yourself approach.
They cover landscape design and maintenance, soil identification and health, turf types and
removal tips, plant selection, rainwater catchment, irrigation retrofits, and project installation.

For more information and to register, visit sdcwa.org/your-water/conservation/classes

6/27/24, 12:15 PM Award-Winning Landscape Design Features Rainwater Capture - Water News Network - Our Region's Trusted Water Leader

https://www.waternewsnetwork.com/award-winning-landscape-design-features-rainwater-capture/ 3/3

https://www.sdcwa.org/your-water/conservation/classes/
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